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Where to be
born in 1988

None of us has a say in where he is baorn,
but we can do something about it for our
children. To help vou decide the best
place to bring junier squawking into the
warld in 1988, the Economist Intelligence

Unit has compiled the “Where-to-be-

born” index. The index grades 50 coun-
tries around the world according 1o 11
economic and socio-political criteria.
Points for sach criterien were aliocated
using multi-variable attribute theory to
assign weights and pointscales. Fine for
the quantifiable dike infiation, literacy
and GDP} but we thought it would be fun.
100 10 introduce some more unusual and
subjective measures. tence the “philis-
tine factor” (for cultural poverty) and the
“vawn index” (the degree 1o which, de-
spite all its many virtues, a country may
be irredeemably boringl. These tweo
scaies have o be read topsy-turvy: high
scores mean that a country is very OK
indeed. So, naturaily, does a high read-
ership of Tae Economist (in this case, the
actual figure is shewa before the
weighting).

In addition we have awarded certain
countries bonus peints for things that
don't always get taken inte account:
® Norway, New Zealand and Canada
(421 for scenic attractions.

e Japan, Sweden and East Germany (+2}
for having most newspapers read per
capita.
e Canada (+3) for having the mest desir-
able passport. Canadians need no visa to
visit most western countries, enjoy prior-
itv in obtaining work permits in Com-
monwealth couniries and in the United
States, are unlikely targets for anti-west-
ern terrorists and are not required by
their government to perform military ser-
vice,
& ongkong {+5) for offering the most
diverse cuisine, France, ltaly and Japan
{+2} for local culinary delights and
Switzerland and Belgium (+1) for the
best chacolate...... But (sorTy} ,
e Hongkong (-10} for its political and
economic uncertainties. '
BDimitri Goulandris. Janeite Staubus and
Alan Stanbrook
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THE WORLD IN 1988
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Country & ®s & & g Tota
1 USA n 3 6 & 12 7 . 5
2 FRANCE 1 2 1 5 3 12 7 32 %
3 WGERMANY 11 2 11 4 3 1T 2 =
4 fTALY 9 3 9 4 27 1 22 1
5 CANADA w 3 w0 7 5 3 +5 8
6 JAPAN 11 3 8 1 i 3 8 % @
7 HONGKONG 7 8 9§ ¢ 3 5 5 12 -5 1
7 UK 8 2 10 6 5 9 3§ =
3 SWEDEN 1 2 0 5 3§ 1 @ 12 1
10 NETHERLANDS 3 2 11§ 6 A 5 2 -
10 S KOREA 6 1 W 7 5 f 8§ 8 =
12 AUSTRIA 0 2 U 3 7z 8 3 = 3
13 NORWAY 9 3 1 5 6 4 5 72 2 1
13 SWIZERIAND 12 2 11 3 5§ 2 2 a7 |
15 BELGHM g 2 1 5 6 4 2 1 1
15 IRELAND 7 72 0 1 5§ 1 3 . i
15 SPAIN 7 3 9 6 . 5 3 7 g S
18 AUSTRALIA 8 2 9 38 5 £ 2 3 :
18 FINLAND 10 3 0 3 - .3 2 3 -
18 NEWZEALAWND 8 1 7 8 6 & 2 72 a2 i
21 ARGENTINA § 2 2 19 i 6 1 -
21 USSR 8§ 4 W0 7 4 0 ! 18 £
23 POLAND § 3 8 W = 1 52 11 9 it
24 DENMARK it 0 § 320 4 1 1 = i
24 HUNGARY 5 1 3 G4 Y 1 S =
24 PHHPPNES 2 4 6 15 1 5 W =
27 GREECE 6 1 3 w63 708 -t
27 INDIA i 5 § 2 351 1 R - 1
27 MEXICO 5§ § 3 1 8 12 -
30 BRAZHL 5 35 = . 2 s 1 5 17 - 1
30 ISRAEL 7 4 8 L 490 3 2 4 =
32 CHINA 1 & 2 0 04 0 1 12 =
32 PORTUGAL 5§ 3 e 2 1465 3 5 3 =
32 UAE 0% 2 9 2 w08 5 1 1 - |
3 OVENEZUELA 6 2 8 179 1 & § -
3% EGERMANY 7 3 8 06 0 5 2 2 1
36 SINGAPORE 1 7 & Wm0 o1 1 0 =
38 MALAYSIA 5 4 5 1 40 3 2 6 - |
39 YUGOSLAVA 6 1 2 5 F 27 1 5 8 - |
40 S AFRICA § 4 71 9 2 1 88 2 2 8 i !
41 TURKEY A 8 4 35 3§ 7 %8 1 5 5 =
42 PDONESIA 2 5 8 W0 4 1 65 1 5 & -
43 PAWISTAN 2 6 9 w0 3 0 511 & 8 =
44 EGYPT 4 T % 5 8 4 7y 8 6 -

45 UBYA 7 3 & 6 2 2 41 1 0 1 -
45 S ARABIA § 3 2 1 3 7 m7 3 11 -
47 NIGERA 3 4 1 0 5 1 B0 1 1 a4 =

43 RAN & 0 8 2 0o 2 o0 8 -
48 RAD 6 0 4 8 2 2 121 0 9 -

48 IIMBABWE 3 9 1 W "t 91 2 1 5 .
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